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Excerpt: . . . Equipment operators and other reclamation
personnel, however, would be exposed to safety hazards during
excavation. Exposure to elevated temperatures and noxious
gases and steam would continue until completion of excavating
and cooling activities. Moderate short-term beneficial impacts
could occur from the recovery of extractable mineral resources
after the fire is extinguished. Where local residents would be
displaced to excavate fires and where buildings and other
structures would be moved or demolished, the impacts could be
locally significant. (See section 4. 2. 2. 2. ) The postreclamation
backfill area is not generally suitable for home or other
construction purposes; however, most other land uses can be
restored after fires are extinguished. Resulting beneficial
impacts include broadening the postmining land uses and
eliminating the potential for property destruction and the loss of
valuable natural resources from forest fires ignited by coal mine
fires. These benefits are significant and long term. (See section
4....
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