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illustrated. 1808 Excerpt: . . . of their profession: many clergymen, whose sermons are the most inconsiderable
part of their compositions: and several gentlemen of the inns of court, who, instead of driving the quill over
skins of parchment, lead it through all the mazes of modern novels, critiques, and pamphlets. Many likewise
have embraced this profession, who were never bred to any other: and I might also mention the many
bankrupt tradesmen and broken artificers, who daily enter into this new way of business, if, by pursuing it in the
same mechanical manner as their former occupations, they might not rather be regarded as following a trade,
than a profession. The second of these professions is a player. The ingenious gentlemen, who assume the
persons of the drama, are composed of as great a variety of characters as those they represent. The history of
the stage might aEord many instances of those, who in the trade of death might have slain men, who have
condescended to deal counterfeit slaughter from their right hands, and administer harmless phials and bowls
of poison. We might read also of persons, whose fists were intended to beat the drum ecclesiastic, who have
themselves become theatrical volunteers. In regard to the law, many, who were originally designed to manifest
their talents for elocution in Westr minster-hall, have diplayed them in Drury-lane; and it may be added, on
theatrical authority, that Not een Attorneys have this rage withstood, 1 Bat changd their pens for truncheons,
ink for...
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