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the 2,000 years since the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. As a part of the morning or aDernoon prayer
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return of the Judean exiles is described in Nehemiah 8. Prior to Ezra, the mitzvah of Torah reading was based
on the Biblical commandment of Hakhel. The reading of the Law in the synagogue can be traced to at least
about the 2nd century BCE, when the grandson of Sirach refers to it in his preface as an Egyptian practice.
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