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Houghton Mifflin Company, Wilmington, Massachusetts, U.S.A., 1992. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust
Jacket Condition: New. 396 pages. From Publishers Weekly: This thoroughly researched, engagingly written
sociological study puts Kongiganak, Alaska, on the literary map. The dramatic thread of the book is a 1989
summer fishing expedition that Carey, who teaches in Kongiganak, spends with Yupik Eskimos Oscar and
Margaret Active. He intersperses regional history and cultural anthropology with the psychology of Oscar's
extended family, including older brother Charlie's "chemical obsession" with alcohol. A poignant Memorial Day
visit to family graves unravels the desperate past; another haunting chapter ends with the gift of Stove Top
stuffing for a child's birthday party in exchange for a meal for the Active family. The author explains the
intricate process of obtaining and retaining fishing permits and how the "land of wealth" maintains its frontier
status with "deep shadows of poverty, " as Oscar feels an "iron collar" of debt when herring fishing barely
brings in gas money. Carey brings this world alive with compelling examination of modern mores descended
from ancestral values, proving that "time collapses, accordions together. " Illustrations not seen by PW.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. From Library Journal Carey is a gifted writer who in 1977 began
teaching high school English in the Alaskan village of Kongiganak. In his beautifully conceived and written
book, he acquaints readers with the Yupiks (the native Eskimos) and their culture--its sophistication, its virtues,
and its traditions. Carey brings vividly to life the Yupik shamans and the Moravian missionaries, especially
Native American John Kilbuck, and highlights the problems brought about by interlopers. Detailing the Yupiks'
economic life, he clarifies the perennial subsistence versus sport (hunting /fishing) debate. The book's lead roles
are played by Oscar the fisherman and his wife, Margaret, while the U.S. Bureau...
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