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history. SSI provides cash benefits for those who have limited or no work history and whose income and assets
fall below certain levels. Children can receive SSI benefits if they have a qualifying disability themselves.
Individuals may receive concurrent payments from both DI and SSI if their work history qualified them to
receive DI payments but their income and assets - including the amount of their DI payments - were sufficiently
low that they also qualified to receive SSI payments. In fiscal year 2006, approximately 8. 6 million individuals
received DI payments and 6. 9 million received SSI payments, for a total of 126. 4 billion in benefits paid out over
the course of the year. Many people with serious mental illness receive treatment through the Public Mental
Health public mental health system, which serves as a safety net for those who System are poor or uninsured or
whose private insurance benefits run out in the course of their illness. State mental health departments have
primary responsibility for administering the public mental health system. In doing so, they serve multiple roles,
including purchaser, regulator, manager, and, at times, provider of mental health services. Services are
delivered by state-operated or county-operated facilities, nonprofit organizations, and other private providers.
The sources and amounts of the public funds that mental health departments administer vary from state to
state but usually include state general revenues and funds from Medicaid and other federal programs. The
services provided by the public mental health system to individuals with serious mental illness have changed
over time. Historically, state-run public mental health hospitals were the...
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