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Excerpt: . . . 11 ing almost every high school student in the State and over 42, 000 post secondary students,
including adults. Our agency provides technical assistance, curricula, as-sistance with accountability, and
leadership for innovation. | am also the President of the National Association of State Directors of Career
Technical Education Consortium. Established in 1920, the Consortium serves as the professional society of State
and territory agency heads responsible for public career technical education at the secondary, postsecondary
and adult levels in all 50 States, 8 U. S. Territories, and the District of Columbia. | request that the associa-tions
recommendations for Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act ( Perkins ) reauthorization be
included in the record. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, the work you do really does make a
difference in the lives of students across the country. The decisions you make, and even the speed at which they
are made, significantly affect our ability to create op-portunities for students. One such student is Chelsie Lea
Marler. Chelsie took pro-fessional-technical classes in welding, auto technology, mechanics and power tech-
nology in her home high school, Meridian High. As a high school senior, she enrolled in an automotive collision
repair program at the Dehryl Dennis Technology Center. During this time, Chelsie took advanced placement
academic classes and was Presi-dent of her Skills-USA chapter. She is now enrolled in the auto body program
at the College of Southern Idaho, and intends to continue her education to become an auto collision forensics
investigator. Chelsies experience reflects the characteristics of modern career technical edu-cation: ( 1) solid
technical skills development...
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