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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Parsee Religion The Parsees have, therefore, no
pulpit at present. Far from being the teachers of the true doctrines and duties of their religion, the priests are
generally the most bigoted and superstitious, and exercise much injurious influence over the women especially,
who, until lately, received no education at all. The priests have, however, now begun to feel their degraded
position. Many of them, if they can do so, bring up their sons in any other profession but their own. There are,
perhaps, a dozen, among the whole body of professional priests, who lay claim to a knowledge of the Zend
Avesta, the religious books of the Parsees; but the only respect in which they are superior to their brethren is,
that they have learnt the meanings of words of the books as they are taught, without knowing the language,
either philologically or grammatically. They have been taught certain meanings for certain words, and they
stick to them as a matter of course. | doubt much whether any one of them has a clear notion of what
grammar is, and as to a liberal education, they never had it, and do not, in consequence, understand the
necessity of it. Such being the state of knowledge of the religious guides and teachers among the Parsees, it
may be easily conceived what could be expected from a layman. The whole religious education of a Parsee s
child consists in preparing by rote a certain number of prayers in Zend, without understanding a word of them;
the knowledge of the doctrines of their religion being left to be picked up from casual conversation. Under these
circumstances, a...
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