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the Senate of the United States: Monday, December 29, and Tuesday, December 30, 1890 The Senate having
under consideration the bill (H. K. 11045) to amend and supplement the election laws of the United States, and
to provide for the more eEicient enforcement of such laws, and for other purposes - Mr. Hoar said: Mr.
President: The progress of liberty is like the advance of a tide. When its crested wave is highest it breaks and
recedes. Its strength seems all gone. Its waters scatter and fall away. It seems, for the moment, as if its only
oEice had been to float and to leave on the sand a little froth and a little scum, or deposit in the rank mud the
carcasses of drowned animals or decaying fishes. But the eternal, ever-changing, never-changing ocean keeps
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crumble before it. Its eternal parity is the health and life of the continent it embraces, and from its level all
heights and depths are measured. The great day of the Puritans who planted America, the day when English
power and English liberty were born, was followed by that of Charles II, the dissolute pensioner of France, and
of James, the cowardly bigot, who slunk away from his kingdom without a blow. But the great gain which
England made under Cromwell had not been lost. There came in with William a purer, a wiser, and a more
temperate liberty. That gave place in its time to the profligacy...
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